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SERMON. 

BY  WILLIAM  R.  WILLIAMS 

OF  NEW  zoas. 


- "  A  GOOD  MINISTER  OP  JESUS  CHRIST." - 

1  Tim.  IV.  6. 

-  i 

The  service  of  God  is  the  highest  advance¬ 
ment  of  which  our  race  is  capable.  To  do 
heartily  and  constantly  His  will,  comprises  at 
once,  not  only  man’s  highest  honor,  but  his 
richest  pleasure,  and  his  largest  freedom.  It 
was  Paul’s  own  loftiest  distinction.  We  may 
imagine  the  energy  of  delight  that  filled  his 
soul,  though  he  was  poor,  oppressed  and  an 
exile,  when  to  his  fellow- voyagers  he  could 
say :  “  There  stood  by  me,  this  night,  the 

angel  of  God,  whose  I  am  and  whom  I  serve. 

He  was  illustrious  in  many  rights.  He  was 
by  lineage  a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  and  in 
principle,  he  had  been  of  the  straitest  sect  of 
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the  Jews,  a  Pharisee  and  the  son  of  a 
Pharisee.  He  was  of  that  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
’^wLich  had  given  to  the  Jewish  people  their 

first  king,  and  between  the  mountain  shoulders 

) 

of  whost^^  heritage,  according  to  the  prophecy 
of  Moses,  the  Lord  had  for  centuries  dwelt, 
abiding  in  His  holy  temple.*  But  the  Benja- 
mite  and  the  Pharisee,  the  Roman  citizen,  and 
the  scholar  of  Gamaliel,  wished  to  extinguish 
all  these  meaner  distinctions  in  the  higher 
and  more  illustrious  character  of  the  servant 
of  Christ.  It  was  a  loftier  rank  than  belonged 
to  the  Roman  governor,  at  whose  bar  but  a 
little  before  he  had  been  pleading  for  his  life ; 
and  the  Caesar,  to  the  foot  of  whose  throne 

that  voyager  was  carrying  his  appeal,  could 

show  no  such  honor  in  the  long  series  of  his 
imperial  titles. 

That  Timothy,  his  own  son  in  the  faith, 

might  be  accepted  in  the  same  service,  and 
prove  himself  a  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ) 
was  the  highest  blessing  an  apostle  could 
invoke  upon  him,  from  all  the  depth  of  his 

*  Peutc  xxxiii.  12. 
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more  than  paternal  tenderness,  and  from  all 
the  fullness  of  his  more  than  human  wisdom. 
And  what  better  wish  can  the  church  that 
receives  stt  this  time  their  pastor,  and  the 
churches  that  aid  in  welcoming  him,  form 
for  the  career  here  to  be  run  than  this,  that 
the  preacher  of  Christ’s  gospel  here  may  fill 
up  the  full  measure  of  our  brief  text  ?  The 
name  of  the  scholar,  or  of  the  statesman,  the 
glory  of  the  warrior,  and  the  fame  of  the 
bard  will  ultimately  pale  before  the  brighter 
and  more  enduring  splendor  of  that  more 
lowly  but  more  lofty  title,  the  servant  of 
Christ  and  of  his  church  in  the  ministry  of  his 
word.  And  in  the  day  toward  which  all  his¬ 
tory  tends,  and  where  all  character  shall  find 
its  due  level,  and  receive  its  due  meed  and 
just  appreciation,  the  day  of  the  last  Judgment, 
to  be  pronounced  worthy  of  this  appellation 
at  the  lips  of  the  Master  himself,  will  be  an 
overpayment  for  an  apostle’s  toils  and  all  a 
martyr’s  sacrifices. 

Yet,  in  choosing  this  special  title  for  tlie 
first  office  in  the  Christian  church,  it  was 
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probably  intended  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  as 
much  to  humble  as  to  honor  the  individual 
bearing  it.  A  minister  is,  in  other  words,  a 
servant,  one  doing  another’s  will  and  work. 
The  world  devises  for  its  chief  posts  badges 
of  splendor,  and  coins  titles  of  majesty ;  the 
church  has  in  its  first  places  marks  of  submis¬ 
sion  and  names  of  lowliness.  A  world,  which 
had  torn  itself  loose  from  peace  and  life  by 
its  haughty  revolt  against  Heaven,  needed  to 
be  brought  back  to  God  by  the  path  of  self- 
abasement.  A  race,  with  whom  pride  had 
been  the  earliest,  as  it  remained  the  predom¬ 
inant  sin,  must  tread  the  valley  of  humiliation 
to  reach  the  city  of  rest:  and,  if  they  ever 
come  to  appear  on  the  heights  of  Zion  before 
God,  they  must  pass  through  the  low  grounds 
of  the  vale  of  Baca,  where  the  clouds  gather 
and  the  waters  fall,  where,  in  the  language 
of  the  Psalmist,  The  rain  also  filleth  the 
pools.”  *  Hence,  the  Creator,  when  he  be¬ 
came  the  Redeemer,  of  mankind,  to  exemplify 
this  the  law  of  our  deliverance,  subjected 


^  Psa.  Ixxxiv. 
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himself  to  its  operation,  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  servant,  and  came  not  to  be  min¬ 
istered  unto,  but  to  minister.  Humility,  which 
the  heathen  generally  deemed  but  a  weak¬ 
ness,  and  which  a  modern  sceptic  has  brand¬ 
ed  as  a  dog-like  grace,  the  excellence  at  best 
but  of  a  beaten  hound,  the  gospel  proclaimed 
as  a  virtue,  and  as  the  first  of  virtues,  the 
earliest  of  all  human  reformations,  indispen¬ 
sable  to  pardon,  and  the  basis  of  all  Chris¬ 
tian  excellence.  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
opens,  therefore,  with  the  sentence :  ‘‘  Blessed 

are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven.”  The  church  of 
Christ  were  to  see  in  the  uppermost  seats 
of  the  sanctuary,  and  in  the  ministry  of 
that  church,  patterns  of  the  lowliness  which 
the  gospel  proclaimed ;  and  the  chief  distinc¬ 
tion  among  the  disciples  was  to  consist  in 
a  larger  share  of  service,  and  more  ex¬ 
hausting  toils.  “  And  whosoever  will  be  chief 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  servant.”* 

To  know  then  the  qualities  required  in  a 


*  Matt.  XX.  27. 
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'  faithful  preacher  of  Christ’s  gospel,  let  us 
gather  in  the  spirit  of  his  disciples  and  de¬ 
pendants  around  the  Master’s  feet.  And  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  pledge  of  His  presence,  and 
claiming  the  promised  grace  of  His  Spirit, 
let  us  ask  what  the  Christian  teacher  should 
be,  that  his  character  may  present  the  image 
the  text  implies,  and  his  work  meet  at  last 
the  approval  of  Him  whom  he  claims  to 
serve. 

1.  Whatever  else,  then,  be  dubious  as  to 
j  the  meanings  which  are  wrapped  up  in  this 
title  that  the  apostle  here  gives  to  the 
^  Christian  teacher,  this,  at  least,  seems  indis¬ 
putable,  that  to  deserve  and  wear  the  appel¬ 
lation,  the  preacher  must  be  a  good  man.  A 
bad  man  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  a  good 
minister.  Even  New  England,  however, 
though  her  churches  were  of  Puritan  origin, 
once  debated  the  question,  whether  it  were 
indispensable  that  the  preacher  of  the  gospel 
should  himself  be  a  converted  man.  Now 
there  are  other  offices  in  which  the  person 
and  his  work  may  be  easily  distinguished 
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from  each  other.  We  may  in  them  split 
asunder  the  office  and  the  occupant ;  and  the 
individual,  who  is  evil  as  a  man,  may  be 
praiseworthy  as  an  office-bearer,  personally 
base  but  officially  blameless.  But  it  is  not 
so  in  the  Christian  ministry.  Christ’s  is  a 
spiritual  kingdom,  and  demands  spiritual,  or 
in  other  words,  internal,  earnest  and  hearty 
service.  Its  Lord  will  not  accept  a  divided 
allegiance  even  in  the  secret  recesses  of  the 
heart.  It  is  a  peculiar  infamy,  then,  when 
the  minister  is  but  the  Talkative  of  Bunyan’s 
allegory,  lifted  from  a  private  to  a  public 
station  in  the  flock  of  Christ,  a  pilgrim  of 

t 

fluent  speech  and  bold  face,  the  scandal  of 
the  world,  and  the  grief  of  the  church.  His 
words  flow  on,  like  a  rapid  and  noisy  stream, 
over  the  channels  of  a  seared  conscience  and 
a  blackened  life ;  and,  like  the  waters  of 
Jericho,  they  blast  with  barrenness  and  death 
the  fields  which  they  traverse.  Surely  a  man 
need  not  hope  to  guide  sinners  successfully, 
in  the  steep,  and  strait  way  that  leads  to 
Heaven,  whilst  he  is  contented  to  stand  himself 
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in  the  midst  of  the  broad  road  conducting  its 
travelers  down  to  eternal  ruin,  vociferating, 
as  from  a  distance,  directions  to  others  which 
he  never  follows  for  himself,  and  shouting 
homilies  upon  faith  from  the  battlements  of 
Doubting  Castle.  If  a  man  would  play  the 
Great  Heart  of  the  good  dreamer,  and  con¬ 
voy  pilgrims  to  the  Celestial  City,  he  must 
himself  travel  with  them  every  step  of  the 
way,  from  the  Strait  Gate,  and  through  the 
Palace  Beautiful,  to  the  verge  of  the  Stream 
of  Death,  and  the  very  sides  of  the  throne 
of  glory. 

Again,  it  is  as  much  the  preacher’s  work 
to  pray  for  his  hearers,  as  to  dispense 
the  truth  to  them.  He  cannot  dissever 
the  pulpit  and  the  closet.  When,  therefore, 
the  apostles  threw  upon  the  deacons  the  care 
of  the  secular  affairs  of  the  church,  they 
defined  the  duties  which  they  as  Christian 
ministers  would  reserve  to  themselves,  as 
being  ‘‘prayer  and  the  ministry  of  the  word.”* 
Hence,  Paul,  when  writing  to  the  Roman  dis- 


*  Acts  vi.  4. 
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ciples,  most  of  whom  he  had  not  yet  seen,  calls 
God  to  witness,  that,  unknown  as  they  were, 
they  even  had  not  been  forgotten  in  his 
daily  task  of  intercession  for  the  churches ; 
“  without  ceasing  I  make  mention  of  you 
always  in  my  prayers.’^  *  The  multitudinous 
cares,  and  the  continuous  travels  of  his 
apostleship  afforded  him  no  dispensation  from 
the  duty  of  personal  intercession.  Now,  if  a 
bad  man  might  ^‘give  himself’^  like  the 
apostles,  unto  the  ministry  of  the  word,’’ 
how  could  he,  with  them,  give  himself  ‘‘to 
prayer  ?  ”  For  the  prayers  of  the  wicked  are 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord.  If  mere  intellec¬ 
tual  endowment,  and  an  occasional  confession 
of  the  truth,  were  abundant  qualifications  for  the 
ministry,  Satan  might  well  be  accepted  as  a 
competent  preacher  of  Christ’s  gospel,  when 
arrayed,  as  he  presents  himself  at  times,  as 
an  angel  of  light,  radiant,  plausible,  and  de¬ 
corous.  But  Paul  and  Silas  would  not  accept 
his  good  word,  when  truly  uttered,  through 
the  lips  of  the  damsel  in  whom  was  the 


*  Romans  i.  9. 
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spirit  of  divination :  and  Christ,  their  nnaster, 
when  He  was  recognized  and  confessed  by 
the  devils  He  was  about  to  eject,  sternly 
enjoined  upon  them  silence,  for  truth  itself 
would  not  be  held  trustworthy  when  uttered 
through  an  organ  so  suspicious.  Let  no  man 
think,  then,  that  he  may  be,  in  secret,  Sa¬ 
tan’s  ally,  and  yet  accomplish,  acceptably 
and  effectively,  the  Saviour’s  work; — that  he 
may  be  by  stealth  a  drunkard,  a  lecher,  a 
niggard,  a  sluggard,  a  worldling  and  a  trifler, 
and  yet,  from  his  knowledge  and  talents,  and  his 
care  to  keep  up  external  appearances,  remain 
a  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  marry¬ 
ing  together  contradictions,  and  welding  ice 
and  fire.  No  man  can  thus  serve  two  mas¬ 
ters,  and  satisfy  Christ,  and  Christ’s  commis¬ 
sion,  and  Christ’s  church,  whilst  he  himself 
is  speeding,  and  he  is  helping  others,  towards 
the  abode  of  the  destroyer,  and  the  society  of 
the  damned.  He  who  would  stand  accepted 
at  the  great  Audit  as  a  good  servant,  before 
the  Master,  when  he  comes  to  try  our  work, 
must  be  first  a  good  man. 
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II.  It  is  evident,  again,  that  an  accomplished 
and  competent  servant  must  know  his  master. 
If  I  am  a  good  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  I 
must  know  who  Christ  is,  and  what  are  the 
character  and  claims  of  my  avowed  Lord.  If 
He  be  but  man,  I  am  an  idolater  to  deify 
Him:  and  if  He  be  equal  to  the  Father,  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  am  I  a  true  servant 
when  I  refuse  to  adore  Him  ?  The  ambassa¬ 
dor  of  a  monarchy  is  an  unfaithful  servant 
of  the  state,  if  he  represents  his  master  to 
some  foreign  people,  as  being  the  mere  elec¬ 
tive  and  temporary  ruler  of  a  republic.  Nor 
is  the  minister  of  a  democracy  entitled  to 
carry  to  a  foreign  court  the  report,  that  the 
ruler  of  his  native  land  is  a  hereditary  king, 
exercising  absolute  sovereignty.  What  then  is 
this  Redeemer  of  whom  I  claim,  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  Christian  ministry,  to  be  an  am¬ 
bassador  ?  To  us  and  our  churches.  He  is 
at  the  same  time  the  Maker  and  the  man ; 
the  Word  of  God  forming  and  upholding  all 
things  by  His  power,  and  my  brother,  the 
Man  of  Sorrows,  who  can  be  touched  with 
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the  feeling  of  my  infirmities  —  in  His  humilia¬ 
tion,  the  partner  of  my  afflictions ;  in  His 
exaltation,  thinking  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God,  and  requiring  men  to  honor  the  Son 
even  as  they  honor  the  Father.  His  nature 
fills  the  wide  interval  between  the  Creator  and 
us  his  fallen  creatures,  and  bridges  the 
abysmal  chasm  that  the  fall  had  cleft  between 
earth  and  heaven.  His  death,  the  atonement 
for  the  &ins  of  the  world,  makes  the  worship 
of  sinners  possible,  and  provides  the  channel 
for  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  to  renew,  to 
sanctify  and  to  save  them.  If  these  are  the 
statements  that  He  gives  me,  when  I  accept 
his  service,  I  pledge  myself  to  publish  His 
claims,  or  to  forego  His  livery.  I  may  not 
eat  His  bread,  and  impugn  His  title. 

But,  to  know  Him,  I  need  not  only  an  in¬ 
tellectual  reception  of  his  teachings,  my  heart 
must  have  also  sympathy  and  communion 
with  Him,  and  I  must  have  personal  and 
habitual  experience  of  the  truth  of  his  prom¬ 
ises.  I,’’  said  the  great  Pastor  and  Bishop  of 
our  souls  —  am  the  Good  Shepherd,  and 
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know  my  sheep,  and  am  known  of  mine ; 
and  elsewhere  he  has  said,  “  The  sheep 
follow  him,  for  they  know  Ms  voiceJ^  Have 

I  then,  this  acquaintance  of  the  heart  with 
Christ  ?  Has  He  pledged  himself  to  visit  the 
assemblies  of  his  true  worshipers,  and  is  He 
formed  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  as  their 
hope  of  glory  ?  Then,  to  be  really  and  effi¬ 
caciously  his  servant,  I  must  have  found  in 
the  depths  of  my  own  soul  the  verification 
and  fulfillment  of  these  promises.  I  must 
have  learned  ^to  love  Him,  and  trust  Him, 
and  distinguish  His  voice,  and  maintain  the 
unutterable  but  undeniable  converse  of  the 
devout  heart  with  its  Saviour  and  Lord  :  and 
having  learned  this,  I  shall  hold  Him,  and 
the  knowledge  of  Him  high  above  all  other 
knowledge.  When  I  see  the  irreligious  phi¬ 
losopher,  the  profane  but  sceptical  jurist,  the 
undevout  astronomer,  and  the  infidel  geolo¬ 
gist — ^  scholars,  it  may  be,  well  acquainted 
with  man,  and  matter,  and  the  works  of 


♦  John  X. 


2* 


18 


SERMON. 


God,  but  unacquainted  with  the  written  word 
of  God,  and  still  naore  ignorant  of  Christ 
the  living  Word  of  God  —  I  see,  in  them 
men  who  have  truth,  much  truth,  and  valua¬ 
ble  truth  even ;  but  they  have  not  the  Truth. 
Does  the  world  ask,  in  her  incredulous 
scorn,  of  the  church,  What  is  thy  Beloved 
more  than  any  other  Beloved,’’  and  what  thy 
Truth  more  than  our  Truth  ?  Our  answer 
is:  ‘-Ours  is  the  indispensable,  and  everlast¬ 
ing,  and  immutable  truth  — .  indispensable,  and 

for  the  want  of  which,  no  science  of  this 

) 

life  can  compensate  — -  everlasting,  and  which 
no  march  of  science,  no  rush  of  discovery, 
no  flight  of  transcendental  illumination  can 
overleap,  —  and  immutable,  which  no  cycles  of 
the  future  life,  no  revelations  of  another 
world,  can  outgrow  or  annul.  It  comprises 
the  One  Thing  Needful— the  one  path  to 
pardon,  peace  and  Heaven  —  the  only  Saviour, 
and  the  incarnate  God.”  Knowing  Jesus  thus, 
the  Christian  minister  will  adopt  the  language 
of  the  apostle  as  his  own ;  To  me  to  live 
is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain.”  But  without 
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Christ  thus  known  life  is  but  “a  vain  show;’’ 
and  death  is  more  than  loss ;  it  is  ruin  irre¬ 
trievable.  And  in  rating  thus  highly  the 
worth  of  this  knowledge,  we  are  but  receiv¬ 
ing  the  proclamation  of  His  own  lips,  lips 
that  never  uttered  arrogance  or  falsehood : 
‘‘I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.” 
Receiving  this  his  testimony,  we  exclaim, 
then,  in  the  language  with  which  the  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved  closes  his  first  epistle : 

And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come, 
and  hath  given  us  an  understandings  that  we 
may  know  Him  that  is  true,  and  we  are  in 
Him  that  is  true,  even  in  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  the  True  God  and  eternal 
life.”* 

Thus  must  I  know  my  Master,  to  be  His 
good  and  accepted  servant. 

III.  But,  besides  knowing  his  Master,  the 
faithful  servant  of  Christ  must  know  any, 
who  may  by  his  Master’s  appointment  act, 
with  full  power  from  his  Lord,  in  that  Mas- 


*  I.  John  V.  20. 
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ter’s  place.  The  good  steward  respects  in  his 
master’s  absence,  that  master’s  seal  and  de¬ 
puty.  If  Christ  has  withdrawn  his  personal 
and  corporeal  presence  from  his  church  on 
earth,  and  given  them  up  to  the  Paraclete, 
the  Comforter,  I  must  acknowledge  and  know 
this  Spirit,  the  successor  of  the  Son.  If  I 
honor  the  Redeemer,  I  must,  by  necessary 
consequence,  honor  the  Holy  Ghost.  If  we 
enter  the  church,  it  is  by  this  agency  and 
avenue.  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all 
baptized  into  one  body,  and  have  been  all 
made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit.”*  We  have 
access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.  And 
even  our  bodies  are  said  to  be  made  the 
temples  of  this  Holy  Ghost.  To  identify 
and  secure  the  influences  of  this  Great  and 
Divine  Agent,  is  one  of  the  great  questions 
of  all  times,  but  is  especially  the  great 
question  of  our  own  times.  Is  it  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  as  a  corporate  and  visible  body, 
having  succession  and  external  continuance, 


*  I.  Cor.  'xii.  13. 
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that  secures  and  engrosses  the  Spirit:  or  is  it 
the  Spirit,  by  His  free  and  constant  influen¬ 
ces,  that  creates  and  recognises  the  church? 
Is  it,  in  other  words,  the  church  that  ascer¬ 
tains  and  seals  the  Spirit ;  or  the  Spirit  that 
ascertains  and  seals  the  church  ?  To  some 
minds  this  may  seem  a  mere  question  of 

order,  whether  the  church  or  the  Spirit  go 
first.  But  this  question  of  order,  we  suppose 
as  significant  an  one  in  the  theology  of  the 
times,  as  that  question  which  modern  philos¬ 
ophy  has  been  litigating  with  the  Bible ; 

whether  the  world  it  was  that  made  God,  by 
slow  excogitation  and  gradual  development, 
as  some  German  schools  teach ;  or  whether 

it  was  God  that  made  the  world,  as  the 
Bible  asserts.  For  this  last,  too,  might  to 
some  minds  seem  a  mere  question  of  order, 
which  of  two  great  powers  or  existences  was 
to  come  first.  We  put  the  Spirit  first,  for 
where  He  is  and  because  He  is,  the  church 

is.  We  may  not,  on  the  other  hand,  infer, 
that  where  a  church,  even  of  orthodox  creed, 
or  apostolical  foundation,  is,  there  of  necessity, 


22 


SERMON. 


the  Spirit  also  and  evermore  is,  prisoned  in 
her  offices,  and  pawned  to  her  ministry,  and 
assured  to  her  membership.  No  man,  in  the 
judgment  of  our  churches,  is  entitled  to  mem¬ 
bership  until  he  is  first  born  again  of  the 
Spirit ;  and  none  is  of  right  admissible  to 
the  ministry,  unless  feeling  within  himself, 
and  exhibiting  to  his  fellow-disciples,  the  evi¬ 
dences  of  a  personal  call  received  from  the 
same  Spirit,  and  summoning  and  endowing 
him  for  the  work  of  preaching  Christ’s  gos¬ 
pel.  Is  it  the  ordination  by  the  hands  of  the 
presbytery,  or  the  consent  and  call  of  the 
people,  that  constitutes  the  rightful  induction 
into  the  ministry  ?  Each  is  necessary,  but 
both  together  are  not  sufficient  of  themselves 
to  constitute  a  competent  pastor.  He  must  be 
called  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  if  he  be  the 
good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Spirit  has 
qualified  for  the  work,  and  incited  his  en¬ 
trance  upon  it :  and  the  presbytery  and  the 
people  would  act  without  warrant,  except  as 
they  but  acted  to  give  public  authentication 
and  recognition  of  what  the  Spirit  alone  had 
originated  and  authorized. 
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IV.  But,  besides  all  which  this  title  im¬ 
plies,  as  to  the  piety  and  virtues  of  the 
Christian  preacher,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
Son,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Ghost  — 
each  an  acquaintance  of  the  heart  not  less 
than  of  the  intellect,  with  the  Redeemer  and 
the  Comforter  —  our  text  requires,  hy  implica¬ 
tion,  that  the  Christian  minister  know  his 
work.  As  a  minister,  he  is  a  servant. 
Whom  does  he  serve,  and  how  ? 

Like  the  apostles,  then,  he  serves  God. 
In  one  sense,  all  inferior  existences,  animate 
and  inanimate,  rational  and  irrational,  do  this, 
and  the  rebellious  as  well  as  the  loyal  por¬ 
tion  of  His  creatures.  Consciously,  or  uncon¬ 
sciously  ;  reluctantly,  or  of  free  and  glad 
choice,  all  accomplish  His  sovereign  will, 
and  subserve  His  indefeasible  purposes.  The 
lightning  and  the  tempest,  the  volcano  and 
the  earthquake,  famine,  plague  and  war,  all 
are  but  his  ministers.  But  it  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian’s  delight  to  recognize  and  to  welcome 
the  sovereignty  none  can  escape ;  to  feel  that 
he  is  in  a  world  where  God  rules ;  and  in 
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the  place  which  Providence  has  assigned  him, 
and  along  the  path  which  Scripture  has 
hewn  out  for  his  feet,  it  is  his  glad  task  to 
pursue  his  way  and  toil,  doing  not  by  con¬ 
straint  but  of  choice  the  will  of  his  Father 
in  heaven.  The  Christian  pastor,  then,  serves 
thus  his  God  in  his  station.  He  serves  the 
Father  who  has  called,  and  the  Son  who 
has  redeemed,  and  the  Spirit  who  has  re¬ 
newed  him ;  and  this  he  does  by  the  conse¬ 
cration  of  heart  and  life,  substance  and  in¬ 
fluence,  to  the  glory  of  this  the  One  God. 

Serving  God,  he  serves  the  church  of 
God,  amid  all  its  human  imperfections,  divis¬ 
ions  and  scandals;  not  as  the  mere  creature 
of  their  choice,  the  drudge  of  their  caprices, 
and  the  victim  of  their  spiritual  tyranny, 
fawning  for  their  favor,  and  twining  in  the 
very  dust  before  them  when  threatened  with 
their  high  and  puissant  displeasure ;  but  in 
love  to  Christ  and  to  the  church  loved  of 
his  Lord,  he  meets  as  he  can  the  spiritual 
necessities  of  that  church,  and  ministers  to  its 
continual  profiting,  and  firm  and  free,  though 
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meek  and  long-suffering,  bearing  much,  loving 
much,  and  doing  much.  Placed  in  ^‘station 
of  authority,  and  endowed  as  a  teacher,  he 
is  yet,  in  the  congregation  of  disciples,  to 
shew  himself,  by  his  gentleness  and  diligence, 
the  servant  of  all  those  over  whom  he  is  set 
as  ruler  in  the  Lord.  Thus  blending 
superiority  in  influence  with  lowliness  in 
feeling,  he  serves  the  Church,  as  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  experienced  steward  would  serve 
a  sick  child,  the  heir  of  wealth,  but  yet  in 
its  nonage,  surrounded  with  infirmities,  and 
visited  with  feebleness  and  ignorance :  just 
as  Eliezer  of  Damascus,  in  love  to  Abraham, 
served  the  youthful  Isaac,  bringing  to  the  aid 
of  the  inexperienced  heir  his  own  larger 
knowledge  and  better  judgment.  Amid  his 
rightful  power,  he  is  never  to  forget  that  he 
was  formed  for  the  Church,  and  not  the 
Church  formed  for  him.  The  majority  of  the 
Church  have,  in  questions  of  discipline, 
greater  power  than  himself,  as  also  in  call¬ 
ing  and  commissioning  the  ministry;  and  so 
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far  they  resemble  the  heir  with  larger  rights 
than  the  steward.  He  is  their  teacher,  bear¬ 
ing  rule,  and  set  over  them  in  the  Lord,  in 
his  larger  measure  of  spiritual  endowments 
and  in  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  so  far, 
he  resembles  the  steward,  with  more  present 
authority  than  the  heir,  guiding  the  imma¬ 
turity,  and  governing  the  inexperience  of 
the  heir  whilst  yet  in  his  minority.  He 
meets,  even  in  the  saints  of  the  Most  High, 
much  to  exercise  his  patience  and  meekness ; 
but  he  remembers  that  no  intellectual  attain¬ 
ments  and  no  spiritual  power  entitle  him  to 
scorn  or  wound  the  meanest  of  the  flock. 

H  remembers  those  higher  servants  of  his 
Lord,  “  the  angels  that  excel  in  strength 
but  who  are  yet  busied  in  the  lowliest 
missions  of  mercy  and  condescending  minis¬ 
tration  to  the  infirmities  and  wants  of  God’s 
earthly  children.  With  powers  that  would 
fit  them  to  lecture  our  Newtons  and  Bacons 
as  mere  novices  in  science ;  and  competent 
as  they  are  to  teach  the  Homers  and  Mil- 
tons  of  our  earth  lessons  of  a.  loftier  sublim- 
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ity  and  a  sweeter  melody,  he  sees  them 
not  thinking  it  scorn  to  task  their  angelic 
intellects,  and  to  soil  their  empyrean  plum¬ 
age,  in  arranging  a  beggar’s  funeral  flight 
to  Heaven ;  and  hands  that  had  strung  the 
harps  of  Paradise  find  it  no  defilement  to 
bear  Lazarus  from  his  dunghill  to  the  bosom 
of  Abraham.  He  goes  higher  and  sees  the 
Son  of  the  Father,  of  whom  that  Father 
said :  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship 

him washing  the  feet  of  the  disciples  that 
are  about  as  He  well  knew  to  sleep  at  his 
side  in  Gethsemane,  as  he  weltered  through 
his  bloody  baptism  of  anguish,  and  to  forsake 
him  when  standing  in  the  hall  of  Pilate. 
And,  at  that  sight,  the  Christian  pastor  learns 
that  it  is  not  his  right  to  slight  the  least  and 
meanest,  the  most  forgetful  or  the  most  per¬ 
verse  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  But 
whilst  honoring  all,  he  is  the  bondman  and 
flatterer  of  none.  He  is  not  required,  he  is 
not  permitted,  to  have  men’s  persons  in  admi¬ 
ration  because  of  advantage,  or,  in  deference 
to  the  wealthy  and  refined,  to  surrender  the 
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control  of  Christ’s  flock  to  his  more  affluent 
parishioners,  and  thus  to  allow  the  pastor  and 
the  Church  to  slide  together  into  the  prison 
formed  by  the  meshes  of  some  rich  man’s 
purse. 

Yet  the  good  servant  of  Christ  serves  the 

world  as  well  as  the  Church.  It  is  the 

field  Christ  bequeathed  to  the  missionary 
charge  of  his  people.  It  is  the  quarry 
whence  grace  hews  the  lively  stones  of  God’s 
spiritual  temple.  He  serves,  then,  the  world, 
not  as  stooping  to  its  will,  not  as  one  pas¬ 
sively  conformed  to  its  evil  fashions,  not  like 
Canaan  the  son  of  Ham,  as  a  servant  of 
servants,  condemned  to  be  the  slave  of  those 
who  are  themselves  the  slaves  of  Satan ; 

but  he  serves  it  more  nobly,  with  a  firm 
kindness  and  a  guileless  wisdom,  by  bearing 
meekly  its  scorn,  and  seeking  skillfully  its 
good,  as  the  servant  of  an  insane  master 

would  guard  his  master’s  true  interests,  seek 
his  recovery,  thwart  his  wild  excesses,  little 
heed  his  injurious  ravings,  and  minister  ten¬ 
derly  to  his  deplorable  necessities.  And  not 
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only  tne  idolaters  of  Mammon  and  Belial-  in 
Christian  lands  must  he  serve,  but  the  wor¬ 
shippers  of  graven  images  in  distant  and 
heathen  regions.  These  he  serves  as  the 
most  numerous  of  those  needing  the  gospel, 
and  the  most  needy  also.  His  fidelity  re¬ 

quires  this.  His  Master  was  promised  the 
heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession.  Every 
time  he  prays,  in  the  Master’s  name  and  right, 
^^Thy  kingdom  come,”  he  vows,  by  implica¬ 
tion,  afresh  his  sympathy  to  the  heathen  whom 
that  kingdom  must  gather.  It  may  be  his 

duty  to  bear  in  person  to  them  the  words  of 
life ;  but  if  this  be  not  his  lot,  he  will  never 
allow  the  songs  of  his  own  quiet  sanctuary 
to  drown  either  in  his  own  ears  or  in  those 
of  his  people,  the  loud  and  incessant  wail  of 
the  dying  heathen.  By  his  prayers  and 
alms,  he  will  go  forth  to  them  in  the  spirit 
in  which  a  faithful  messenger,  had  he  been 
sent  by  the  father  to  the  prodigal  son,  would 
have  ministered  to  that  self-made  outcast, 

had  he  found  him  so  far  brutified,  by  the 
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strangers  with  whom  he  had  consorted,  and 
the  husks  on  which  he  had  fared,  as  to  have 
forgotten  his  own  lineage  and  home,  and  even 
his  father’s  name.  And  such  besotted  prod¬ 
igals  are  thy  heathen'  brethren,  my  hearer, 
but  they  are  thy  brethren  yet,  and  dear  to, 
the  common  Father. 

He  will  serve  even  those  of  the  world 
whom  his  ministry  fails  to  convert.  He  will 
do  it  by  the  indirect  blessings  which  the 
gospel  that  he  preaches  confers,  even  where 
its  higher  and  direct  blessings  are  rejected.. 
As  a  king  on  the  day  of  his  coronation, 
showers  gifts  on  the  head  of  the  crowd  whom 
he  yet  never  lifts  to  a  share  in  his  royalty ; 
and  as  our  own  Sovereign  and  Redeemer,  on 
the  day  of  his  kingly  ascension,  when  He 
went  up  leading  our  captivity  captive,  ‘‘  re¬ 
ceived  gifts  for  men,  even  the  rebellious;” 
so  too  every  Christian,  and  still  more,  every 
Christian  minister,  in  his  own  coronation  as 
king  and  priest  unto  God,  showers  down  by 
the  influence  of  his  prayers,  and  example  and 
efforts,  gifts  on  the  rebellious  crowd  who 
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refuse  for  themselves  the  same  crown  of  life. 
And  seeking,  before  all  and  above  all  else, 
the  conversion  of  the  soul,  the  radical  change 
of  the  heart,  the  making  of  the  tree  good  that 
the  fruit  may  be  good ;  the  Christian,  and 
the  Christian  teacher,  will,  next  after  this 
great  boon,  advance  Education,  Freedom, 

Peace,  and  domestic  comfort,  and  national 

prosperity :  but  still,  all  these  by  the  gospel, 
and  all  these  after  the  gospel.  And  confi¬ 
ding  in  the  wisdom  of  God’s  order,  the 
faithful  minister  will  put  first  what  God  puts 
first;  and  place  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  the 
Church  of  Christ,  before  all  and  above  all 
other  remedial  influences,  for  the  advancement 
of  man  the  individual,  and  for  the  advancement 
of  man  in  the  mass. 

And  the  Christian  minister  serves  himself 

also.  And  this,  not  by  degrading  the  min¬ 

istry  of  Christ’s  appointment  to  the  low  level  of 
a  worldly  profession,  and  converting  his  God- 
given  trust  into  a  mere  commodity  of  trade  ; 
not,  by  seeking  to  render  the  pulpit  and  its 
influence  the  means  of  personal  advancement 
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in  society — but,  in  aiming  to  profit  his  own 
heart  by  the  truths  he  proclaims,  and  to 
transcribe  in  his  life  the  scriptures  he  medi- 
itates,*  and  to  employ  the  leisure  and  influence 
he  enjoys,  in  promoting  his  own  growth  in 
grace,  and  his  increasing  conformity  to  Christ 
Jesus.  The  minister,  indeed,  cannot  forget 
and  his  people  should  not  forget,  that  he  has 
bodily  necessities  that  need  and  deserve  a 

competent  provision.  He  that  serves  the  altar 
is  entitled  to  live  of  the  altar.  But  as, 
of  old,  they  were  branded  who  coveted  the 
priest’s  office  but  for  the  piece  of  bread 

which  it  brought,  so  now,  that  man  sins 

who  makes  of  the  ministry  a  mere  profession, 
and  instead  of  the  call  of  God’s  Spirit,  the  only 
ground  of  a  rightful  ministerial  commission, 
contents  himself  with  the  call  that  comes  out 
of  the  heart  of  the  loaves  and  the  fishes 

that  make  up  the  ministerial  stipend.  If, 
even  in  the  primitive  churches,  and  in  an 
age  of  martyrdom,  when  the  Christian  pulpit 
was  but  a  target  for  the  darts  of  the  per¬ 
secutor,  and  the  desk  of  the  humble  pastor 
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confronted  the  scaffold  and  the  rack,  apostles 
yet  needed  to  warn  the  ministry  against  taking 
the  oversight  of  the  flock  for  filthy  lucre,  it 
is  certainly  still  more  requisite,  in  our  days 
of  reputable  and  well-fed  profession,  that  we 
task  ,our  own  hearts,  and  sift  narrowly  our 
own  motives,  lest  we  be  of  the  number  who 
degrade  our  high  trust  into  a  mere  trade. 
David  envied  the  swallow  that  lodged  her 
young  in  the  sides  of  God’s  altar.  But  had 
the  bird  been  employed  by  the  other  creatures 
of  God  to  erect  a  shrine  and  altar,  and  contriv¬ 
ed  the  structure  merely  as  a  receptacle  for  her 
nestlings,  she  would  have  shown  herself  a  sel¬ 
fish  and  faithless  architect.  It  is  a  spectacle 
indeed,  of  refreshment  and  edification,  to  see 
a  Christian  pastor  training  an  orderly  house¬ 
hold  as  the  pattern  of  the  church  to  whom 
he  ministers,  and  shedding  first  over  the  inner 
and  narrower  sphere  of  his  home,  the  radi¬ 
ance  that  streams  out  thence  over  the  wider 
circle  of  his  congregation.  But  there  are 
some  good  men,  who  might  be  suspected  of 
having  given  to  the  pious  wish  of  the  Psalm- 
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ist  too  literal  and  material  a  construction, 
and  who  seem  to  see  in  the  altar  but  a  niche 
for  a  nest,  and  whose  highest  conception  of  the 
church  is  but  as  an  accommodation  for  the  so¬ 
cial  advancement  of  themselves  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  parish  in  their  hands  becomes  but 
too  literally,  what  in  some  countries  it  is  term¬ 
ed,  a  living.  We  need  to  avoid  all  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  evil.  Moses  was  seen  to  be  a 
man  of  God  by  this  amongst  other  traits,  that 
his  dispensation  made  no  provision  for  his  own 
special  advantage  or  that  of  his  household. 
His  children  sunk  back  into  the  ordinary  herd 
of  Levites,  rich  chiefly  in  the  honors  that  men 
awarded,  and  that  God  reserved,  for  a  father’s 
pious  disinterestedness.  It  is  enough,  for  hun¬ 
gry  politicians  to  carve  the  service  of  the  state 
into  profitable  ‘‘jobs.”  There  is  a  griev¬ 
ous  incongruity,  and  no  little  temerity,  in  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  man,  called  and 
pledged  to  the  service  of  a  self-sacrificing 
Saviour,  to  job  the  service  of  the  church  of 
the  living  God. 

But,  in  another  and  higher  sense,  a  man 
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may  and  should  serve  himself,  in  the  Christian 
ministry.  He  who  lives  near  to  God,  and 
bathes  his  soul  in  heaven  by  devout  medita¬ 
tion,  and  comes  into  the  pulpit  glowing  from 
recent  and  intimate  communion  with  his 
Father  on  high,  may  awaken  opposition  and 
scorn ;  but  the  world  dreads  his  power,  and 
reveres  him  while  it  may  revile  him.  His 
hand  has  felt,  in  the  closet,  the  touch  of 
God’s  right  hand,  where  is  the  hiding  of 
His  power ;  ”  and  it  wields,  with  superhuman 
energy,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  the 
word  of  God.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  man,  true 
to  Christ,  becomes  wise  for  his  own  interests ; 
or  as  Paul,  in  this  same  epistle,  has  expressed 
it,  In  doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thy¬ 
self,  and  them  that  hear  thee ;  ”  and  the 
thrifty  keeper  of  ten  talents  is  made  the 
ruler,  at  his  lord’s  return,  over  ten  cities. 

This  it  is,  to  be  a  good  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ:  to  be  a  good  man;  knowing,  intellec¬ 
tually,  and  in  the  heart,  his  Master  Christ ; 
knowing,  and  taught  of,  the  Holy  Ghost;  and 
knowing  his  work,  and  in  it  serving 
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God  and  man,  the  church  and  the  world, 
and  his  own  soul.  This  is  the  service 
in  which  apostles  gloried,  and  which  angels 
might  envy ;  and  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
which  is  bound  up  as  well  the  salvation  of 
earth  as  the  triumph  of  Heaven. 

Bear  with  us,  as  we  dwell  yet  longer  on 
some  of  those  general  lessons  that  flow  so 
obviously  from  the  truths  we  have  together 
considered. 

1.  The  minister  needs,  alike  adequately 
to  conceive  and  fully  to  discharge  his  vast 
work,  not  only  piety,  but  eminence  in  piety. 
It  was  the  testimony  of  Shepherd,  the  devout 
and  most  successful  pastor,  at  its  first  settle¬ 
ment,  of  Cambridge,  in  the  rising  colony 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  that  he  had  never 
preached  a  sermon  to  others,  that  had  not 
cost  him  prayers  in  its  preparation,  and  that 
he  had  not  first  preached  to  his  own  soul. 
Well  does  such  a  spirit  become  those  who 
are,  whilst  ministering  the  great  remedy  of 
souls  to  others,  themselves  surrounded  with  in¬ 
firmities;  and  who,  unless  watchful,  prayerful 


SERMON. 


37 


and  devoted,  imbibe  and  diffuse  instead  of 
relieving  •  the  plague  they  were  intended  to 
stay.  But  is  it  most  unbefitting  to  see  a  con¬ 
sumptive  and  ghastly  steward  dispensing  the 
delicacies  of  a  royal  banquet  which  he  seems 
himself  unable  to  partake  or  relish  ?  Is  it  a 
sight  to  move  disgust  when  the  viands  of  a 
festive  gathering  are  placed  on  the  board  by 
leprous  hands,  that  distil  their  pollution  on  all 
which  they  touch  ?  Is  it  melancholy  to  see 
the  ragged  artizans  of  Europe,  toiling  in 
utter  destitution,  to  weave  fabrics  of  regal 
splendor  which  they,  the  makers,  never  may 
hope  to  wear,  and  which  form  an  appalling 
contrast  with  their  own  looped  and  tattered 
wretchedness  ?  It  is  yet  more  unsuitable,  that 
truth  should  dwell  in  the  mind  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  teacher  only  to  be  transmitted  to  others^ 
and  not  to  be  transmuted  into  the  nutriment 
and  substance  of  his  own  soul  :  ‘‘  Nourished 
up,”  says  the  apostle,  in  the  words  of  faith 
and  good  doctrine,  whereunto  thou  hast  attain^ 
ed.”  The  doctrine  should  have  fed  its  dis¬ 
penser,  that  it  may  profit  its  recipients. 
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2.  It  is  a  day  of  change  in  which  we 
livej  and  man,  in  every  age,  has  shown  an 
avidity  for  the  new,  the  startling,  and  the 
strange.  But  let  us  remember,  that  as  the 
stars,  shining  over  us,  are  the  same  that  let 
down  their  light  on  Adam,  so  the  great,  star- 
like  truths,  in  the  firmament  of  Revelation, 
must  remain  the  same;  and  Jesus  Christ,  the 
great  Truth  of  all  revelation,  the  one  Decree 
of  Heaven,  and  the  one  Hope  of  Earth,  must 
remain  in  our  theology,  as  in  that  of  our 
fathers,  unchanged  and  unchangeable,  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day  and  forever.  Far,  in  this 
matter  of  the.  soul’s  salvation,  be  from  us 
and  from  our  churches,  the  spirit  of  restless¬ 
ness  and  self-sufficient  innovation,  that  seeks 
something  vaster  than  Heaven,  newer  than 
Truth,  and  better  than  God. 

3.  Pastor  and  people,  in  the  most  favored 
and  protracted  union,  yet  need  much  to  cher¬ 
ish  most  carefully  a  spirit  of  fraternal  union 
and  a  sense  of  their  character  as  brethren. 
It  is  as  such  thaCour  text  describes  the  relation 
of  the  teacher  and  his  flock.  Placed  under  his 
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authority  they  may  be,  but  he  is  to  ‘^put 
them  in  remembrance,  ”  as  ^‘brethren.”  A 
fraternal  and  gentle  spirit  may  give  to  the 
man  of  slender  attainments,  and  even  of 
little  prudence  and  forecast,  an  influence  over 
the  church  both  intellectually  and  practically, 
that  a  more  powerful  intellect  with  less  kind¬ 
ness  will  never  acquire.  Storming  the  cita¬ 
del  of  the  heart,  he  sways  thence  the  whole 
garrison  of  the  mind.  A  truly  gentle  and 
spiritual  minister  of  Christ,  of  loving  temper, 
will  wrestle  through  difficulties,  and  that 
without  the  sacriflce  of  either  his  conscience 
or  his  authority,  where  a  more  able,  but 
less  devout  and  meek  man,  would  fail  to 
discover  any  practicable  outlet.  A  path, 
that  the  vulture’s  eye  hath  not  seen,”  with 
its  keen,  proud  glance,  may  be  discerned  by 
the  eye  of  the  dove.  And  the  remembrance 
of  the  fraternal  character  of  the  church,  and 
the  fraternal  relations  of  its  Head,  the  great 
Elder  Brother,  will  render  tolerable  much  of 
discomfort  and  anxiety,  which  the  most  belov- 
sd  and  prosperous  pastor  cannot  escape. 
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The  church  may  do  much,  all  unconsciously, 
to  weary  and  wound  him.  He  may  see,  as 
did  an  apostle,  the  growth  of  parties  in  a 
church  that  should  have  but  one  name,  as  it 
has  but  one  interest.  He  may  see  mean¬ 
ness  hiding  itself  under  holy  forms;  and  arti¬ 
fice  winding  its  slimy  coils  around  the  noblest 
enterprises ;  the  spirit  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee 
re-appearing  in  good  men ;  or  J udas  sitting 
again  in  presumptuous  obduracy  at  the  board 
of  his  betrayed  Lord.  *  Tempted  to  high 
thoughts  of  himself  and  bitter  thoughts  of  oth¬ 
ers,  he  may  be  inclined,  under  such  trials, 
to  quit  all ;  like  Elijah  v/onder  that  he  alone 
is  left  to  be  jealous  for  his  God ;  and  like 
Jonah  fret  that  a  guilty  people  have  been 
spared,  whilst,  perchance,  the  poor  gourd 
which  sheltered  him,  the  more  faithful  servant, 
has  been  smitten.  In  such  hours  of  growing 
weariness,  and  waning  love,  let  the  vexed 
pastor  remember  the  Brother  and  Redeemer 
in  his  demeanor  at  the  Last  Supper.  The 
strength  that  others  would  have  husbanded, 
for  it  was  soon  all  to.  be  needed  in  the  gar- 
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den  of  Gethsemane,  and  the  halls  of  the  High 
Priest  and  the  Governor,  how  lavishly  was  it 
spent  by  that  Saviour,  in  washing,  as  a 
menial,  the  feet  of  the  frail  and  timorous 
disciples,  who,  as  he  too  well  knew,  were  so 
soon  to  sleep  beside  their  Master  in  his  agony, 
and  to  flee  from  that  Master  at  his  apprehen¬ 
sion.  Let  the  suffering  pastor  thus  haunt 
the  Cross,  and  lay  his  aching  head  on  the 
bosom  that  heaved,  under  the  weight  of  his 
sins,  with  the  dread  and  incommunicable 
anguish  of  Calvary.  Then,  having  visited 
his  Master  upon  the  cross,  let  him  follow  that 
Master  to  the  throne ;  and  thence  let  him 
look  back  and  look  down  upon  this  sin- 
plagued  world,  and  this  distracted  church, 
from  the  day  after  the  Last  Judgment,  and 
from  the  calm,  bright  heights  of  the  New  Je¬ 
rusalem.  After  such  visits  to  his  Redeemer 
on  the  cross,  and  his  Redeemer  on  the  throne, 
he  will  come  back  to  his  work,  a  meeker  and 
a  wiser  man,  more  contented,  and  more  patient, 
subdued  and  cheerful,  expecting  troubles  from 
a  race,  that,  in  its  best  specimens,  troubled 
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Christ,  and  grateful  for  the  mere  boon  of 
existence,  and  for  the  remotest  prospects  of 
usefulness,,  in  a  world  that,  with  all  its  sor¬ 
rows,  is  yet  a  world  of  probation,  of  hope, 
and  of  conversion.  Intimacy  with  Christ  be¬ 
comes  thus  the  secret  of  maintaining  the  band 
of  brotherhood.  And  the  words,  that  from 
Moses  fell  powerless  on  the  ears  of  contend¬ 
ing  Hebrews,  come  clad  with  the  irresis¬ 
tible  energy  of  a  love  that  melts  and 
assimilates,  when  heard  from  the  lips ,  of  Je¬ 
sus :  ye  are  brethren.” 

4.  In  reviewing  the  requisite  traits  of  the 
faithful  and  accepted  servant  of  Christ  and 
his  church,  the  sense  of  our  deficiencies  and 
dangers,  fathers  and  brethren,  may  well  grow 
upon  us.  From  how  many  sides  is  the 
Christian  pastor  exposed,  and  how  largely  and 
continually  does  he  need  a  new  access  of 
Divine  grace.  A  man  may  be  unfaithful  to 
God’s  service,  by  his  doctrine  or  by  his 
practice,  or  by  both.  He  may  deify  reason 
with  the  Sadducee,  or  compile  and  adore 
traditions  with  the  Pharisee.  He  may,  like 
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Nadab  and  Abihu,  corrupt  the  worship ;  or, 
like  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  corrupt  the  worship¬ 
pers.  With  the  high  priest  Urijah,  he  may 
propitiate  the  favor  of  the  powers  that  be,  by 
reforming  the  altars  of  Jerusalem  after  the 
heathen  fashions  of  Damascus ;  or,  with  an¬ 
other  high  priest  Caiaphas,  he  may  proceed  to 
make  Christ  himself  a  sacrifice  to  the  fancied 
interests  of  Christ’s  church,  and  to  the  spec¬ 
ulations  of  a  godless  policy.  How  needful 
it  is,  environed  with  such  perils,  and  encom¬ 
passed  with  so  many  infirmities,  that  the 
Christian  minister  should  remember  his  mis¬ 
sion  and  its  end,  the  source  of  his  strength, 
and  the  day  of  his  reckoning.  Others,  in 
worldly  science  and  art,  labor  at  best  but 
upon  the  fashion  of  this  world  that  passeth 
awav  his  business  is  with  the  realities  of 
another  world  imperishable  and  eternal.  Into 
all  his  seclusion  he  needs  to  be  followed  by 
the  cry  of  a  perishing  world,  and  the  echo 
of  his  Master’s  last  summons,  that  brings  him 
and  that  world  to  judgment.  As  against  his 
study  door,  he  should  hear  the  surges  of 
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eternity,  hour  by  hour,  breaking  in  their  awful 
and  incessant  roar.  For  his  hourly  doings 
affect  three  worlds :  Heaven  that  watches  his 
execution  of  its  message,  and  whose  angels 
rejoice  at  his  success ;  Earth,  blasted  by  his 
neglect,  or  blessed  by  his  fidelity,  as  he 
moves  between  the  living  and  the  dead ;  and 
Hell,  defrauded  by  his  prayers  of  its  prey, 
or  by  his  apathy  glutted  to  the  full  with 
victims.  With  Ezekiel’s  watchman,  to  our 
skirts  clings  the  blood  of  those  dying  un¬ 
warned  :  and  with  Aaron  and  his  sons,  we 
may,  in  some  subordinate  sense,  be  said  to 
bear  the  iniquity  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
the  iniquity  of  the  priesthood.”*  We  say, 
in  a  subordinate  sense,  for  in  the  highest 
sense,  none  can  bear,  uncrushed,  that  respon- 
bility,  but  the  Great  High  Priest  of  our  pro¬ 
fession,  our  Saviour  before  the  throne. 

There  is.  amid  such  reflections,  an  affecting 
significance  found  in  the  remark  of  the  old 
Puritans,  that,  whilst  PauFs  greeting  in  his 
other  epistles  was  but  the  invocation  of  grace 
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and  peace  upon  the  disciples,  in  his  pastoral 
epistles  on  the  other  hand,  his  letters  to  the 
ministers  of  his  time,  the  salutation  is ;  grace, 
MERCY  and  peace.  The  greatness  of  their 
work,  and  their  many  deficiencies,  needed  to 
be  enfolded  in  mercy,  and  in  the  multitude 
of  God’s  tender  mercies ; — their  imbecilities 
to  be  shored  up,  and  their  insufficiencies 
supplied  by  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  Xll- 
*  merciful  One.  The  best  need,  and  the  weak¬ 
est  may  have,  these  mercies  of  God.  And, 
if  permitted  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  and  to 
see  them  his  Master’s  trophies  in  the  endless 
peace  of  Heaven,  the  true  servant  will 
ascribe  to  infinite  grace  all  his  success, 
and  adore  the  boundless  ‘‘  mercy, that  par¬ 
doned  his  grievous  omissions,  and  healed  his 
continual  infirmities. 

Upon  our  churches  and  ourselves,  and 
especially  upon  the  union  of  pastor  and  peo. 
pie  about  solemnly  to  be  recognised,  may 
there  descend  and  abide,  from  the  Father  of 
Lights,  the  fullness  of  that  apostolical  bene¬ 
diction  :  Grace,  Mercy  and  Peace. 
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CHAEGE 

BY  THE  REV.  DANIEL  SHARP,  D.  D., 

os  BOSTON. 

Had  I  been  called  upon  to  address  a  young 
minister  this  evening,  I  should  have  felt  no 
difficulty  in  the  selection  of  a  topic,  and  no 
hesitancy  in  giving  a  charge.  My  own  expe¬ 
rience  and  extended  observation,  would  have 
supplied  me  with  hints  not  unworthy  of  his 
regard ;  and  my  more  advanced  age  would 
have  justified  me  in  assuming  the  character 
of  a  counsellor. 

But  you,  my  dear  brother,  have  been  in 
the  ministry  many  years.  Your  doctrine  and 
manner  of  life  are  well  known.  Your  intel¬ 
lectual  and  ministerial  habits  are  fixed;  and 
your  moral  and  religious  character  is  well 
established.  And  although  you  are  not  old, 

yet,  you  have  attained  to  that  age  which 

5 


48 


CHARGE. 


forbids  me  to  presume  that  I  can  say  to  you 
any  thing  new  that  would  be  true,  or  any 
thing  true  that  would  be  new.  Truth,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  derive  its  chief  efficacy  from 
its  novelty,  but  from  its  own  intrinsic  excel¬ 
lence,  and  from  its  appropriate  exhibition  and 
application.  Circumstances  often  give  to  old 
truths  great  efficacy  and  value.  Hence, 
when  events  occur,  which  are  favorable  for 
fixing  important  truths  in  the  memory  and 
the  heart,  it  is  wise  to  improve  them. 

The  settlement  of  a  pastor  is  one  of  these 
events.  If  he  has  been  connected  with  a 
people  before — the  recollection  of  his  early 
vows  and  of  endeared  ties  which  were  provi¬ 
dentially  broken  ;  and  his  entrance  on  a  new 
scene  of  labors,  with  many  hopes  and  some 
misgivings^ — serve  to  open  his  ears  to  kind 
and  respectful  suggestions,  whether  they  be 
new  or  old ;  and  his  heart  is  in  that  im¬ 
pressible  state,  that  there  needs  no  great 
power  of  thought  or  charm  of  speech,  to 
ensure  a  lasting  and  vivid  remembrance  of 
what  is  said. 

These  considerations  reconcile  me  to  offer 
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a  few  suggestions  to  one,  from  whose  lips  I 
should  with  deference  receive  the  words  of 
truth  and  soberness.  I  would  not  give  to 
what  I  may  say,  the  name  of  a  charge — I 
would  rather  say,  as  did  the  apostle  Peter 
on  one  occasion :  The  elders  who  are 

among  you  I  exhort  who  am  also  an  elder.’’ 
Without  assuming,  then,  the  least  authority, 
allow  me  to  offer  to  you,  as  an  elder,  a  few 
remarks  suggested  by  the  consideration  of 
your  age — the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
and  your  settlement  among  this  people. 

First ;  avail  yourself  of  the  long  and  varied 
experience  of  past  years. 

Unless  vou  have  been  much  wiser  and 

*/ 

better  than  your  brethren,  you  have  in  a 
long  series  of  years,  fallen  into  some  errors 
both  of  judgment  and  practice.  I  do  not  mean 
errors  seriously  affecting  either  your  character 
or  your  faith,  but  such  errors  as  may  in 
some  slight  degree  have  impeded  your  own 
comfort  and  your  usefulness.  You  may  re¬ 
member  something  in  the  matter  or  style  of 
your  discourses,  or  in  the  selection  of  your 
subjects,  that  might  be  changed  for  the  better. 
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In  the  distribution  of  your  time  as  it  respects 
your  general  studies — your  preparation  for  the 
pulpit— your  pastoral  visits — and  the  public 
objects  of  the  day,  you  may  perceive  room 
for  improvement.  So,  in  regard  to  your  in¬ 
tercourse  with  your  people  ;  the  frequency  or 
infrequency  of  your  visits — the  length  or 
shortness  of  your  stay — and  the  manner 
of  presiding  over  the  meetings  of  the  church, 
you  may  be  sensible  there  are  some  things 
which  you  can  amend. 

We  all  learn  some  of  our  best  lessons  in 
the  school  of  experience.  Not  simply  by 
experience,  but  by  wisely  reflecting  upon  our 
experience  and  drawing  conclusions  and  reso¬ 
lutions  from  thence.  Look  back,  then,  my 
brother,  on  the  many  ministerial  years  you 
have  already  passed.  Consider  what  course  of 
conduct — what  course  of  studies — and  what 
course  of  preaching  as  to  matter  and  spirit, 
have  rendered  you  most  successful.  Consider 
also,  what  counteracting  causes  to  your  useful¬ 
ness  may  have  existed — and  what,  either  in  your¬ 
self  or  others,  may  have  neutralized  your  eflbrts., 
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Thus  reviewing  the  past,  although  you  may 
not  come  to  this  people  with  all  the  sprightli¬ 
ness  of  youth,  you  will  offer  them  what  will 
be  better — the  ripe  fruits  of  mature  experience. 
What  you  have  lost  in  activity  will  be  more 
than  compensated  by  weight.  Your  move¬ 
ments  may  not  be  so  rapid  or  so  noisy,  but 
they  will  be  more  steady — instructive  and 
safe — refreshing  the  souls  of  your  people  like 
the  gentle  and  fructifying  dews  of  Heaven. 

Secondly ;  let  your  age  embolden  you  to 
speak  with  certainty  on  the  great  truths  of 
Christianity. 

You  have  not  now  to  learn,  my  brother, 
which  be  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles 
of  God.^’  Some  young  ministers,  when  ques¬ 
tioned  concerning  important  doctrines  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  have  confessed,  that  they  were  as  yet 
but  inquirers  after  truth ;  and  that  on  the 
points  in  question,  they  were  not  decided. 
Now,  although  modesty  is  very  becoming  to  a 
young  minister,  yet  it  does  seem  to  me,  that 
before  a  man  takes  upon  him  the  office  of 
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teaching  others,  he  should  know  what  he 
intends  to  teach.  There  are,  indeed,  heights, 
and  depths  in  what  may  be  called  the  philos¬ 
ophy  or  metaphysics  of  religion,  which  are 
beyond  the  reach  not  only  of  young  but  of 
aged  ministers.  There  are  intricacies  which 
they  cannot  unravel,  and  difficulties  which 
they  cannot  reconcile.  But  if  a  person  be 
avowedly  ignorant  of  those  truths  which  are 
necessary  to  arouse  sinners  to  a  sense  of  their 
guilt,  or  to  impart  a  scriptural  peace  to, 
their  consciences,  or  to  inspire  them  with 
desires  and  efforts  to  attain  a  pious  and 
righteous  life,  then,  whatever  may  be  his 
scholarship,  he  is  disqualified  for  the  ministe¬ 
rial  office  and  should  seek  at  once  some 
other  profession. 

You,  my  respected  brother,  cannot  plead 
youth,  as  an  apology  for  ignorance,  or  uncer¬ 
tainty  or  doubt,  in  regard  to  the  saving  truths 
of  the  gospel.  What  is  revealed,  concerning 
the  character  of  God — the  condition  of  man 
as  a  sinner,  and  his  duties  and  obligations  as 
an  intelligent  and  moral  being — the  office  of 
Christ  as  Mediator — and  of  the  Spirit  as  sane- 
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tifier  through  the  truth — the  ordinances  of 
Christ  and  the  doctrines  of  a  future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments — is  so  plain,  that  if 
you  cannot  speak  of  these  truths  now  with 
confidence,  vou  never  will.  I  would  not 
urge  confident  assertions  without  proof.  But 
surely  you  can  reason  from  the  scriptures, 
and  prove  that  the  doctrines  you  teach  are, 
beyond  all  question,  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible. 

This  manifest  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
what  you  preach,  is  of  great  importance  to 
your  hearers.  If  you  speak  as  though  you 
doubted  the  inspiration  of  the  scriptures,  your 
hearers  will  doubt  their  inspiration.  If  you 
show,  that  you  know  not  what  to  believe ; 
they  will  not  know  what  to  believe..  And 
thus,  instead  of  converting  your  hearers  to 
the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  you  will  make  them, 
if  they  were  not  previously,  sceptics  and  in¬ 
fidels.  A  large  portion  of  the  scepticism 
which  prevails,  arises  from  the  timid  and 
doubtful  manner  in  which  some  ministers 
have  spoken  of  the  divine  inspiration  and 
authenticity  of  the  scriptures.  I  know  you 
will  be  respectful  and  conciliatory  in  manner, 
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but  I  trust,  also,  that,  like  the  apostles,  you 
will  speak  the  word  of  God  with  all  bold¬ 
ness.” 

Thirdly ;  avail  yourself,  rny  brother,  of  the 
deference  paid  to  years,  by  using  it  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  peace,  the  stability  and  true  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  church. 

A  young  minister  is  loved,  and  an  old  one 
is  respected.  The  former  is  admired ;  the 
latter  is  confided  in.  This  seems  to  be  the 
order  of  Providence.  Instead  of  finding  fault 
with  this  arrangement,  let  us  calmly  acqui¬ 
esce  in  it,  and  turn  it  to  the  best  account 
for  promoting  the  religious  interests  of  the 
church.  We  cannot  always  be  young.  And 
when  youth  terminates,  some  of  its  advanta¬ 
ges  and  joys  pass  away.  But  this  need  not 
cause  regret  to  “  a  good  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ.”  He  has  other  pleasures  and  other 
advantages  ’which  when  young  he  had  not. 
Neither  his  usefulness  nor  his  happiness  ter¬ 
minate  with  his  youth.  They  are  merely 
modified.  They  come  from  different  sources. 
They  take  a  new  direction.  The  services  of  a 
minister  in  years  are  less  brilliant  but  more  ra- 
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tional.  They  are  more  grave  and  qniet,  hnt 
they  are  not  on  that  account,  either  less  useful 
or  effective.  They  are  directed  to  the  founda¬ 
tion.  They  contribute  to  the  solidity  and  dura¬ 
bility  of  the  edifice ;  while  those  who  are 

younger,  and  more  active  and  daring — carry 
up  the  structure,  and  add  to  the  ornament  and 
beauty  of  the  whole. 

As  you  cannot  be  young  again,  employ 
the  influence  of  your  age  in  kindly  but 
firmly  resisting  all  doubtful  innovations. 

Stand  in  the  ways,  be  found  in  the  old 
paths,’’  and  persuade  your  people  to  walk 

therein — so  shall  you  find  rest  to  your 
soul.”  The  firmness  and  moderation  of  age, 
guided  by  large  experience  and  long  continu¬ 
ed  observation,  are  peculiarly  necessary  at 
the  present  day.  There  is  a  feverish  rest¬ 
lessness  and  love  of  change  which  not  only 

agitates  the  community  at  large,  bnt  the 

church.  Novelty  is  hailed  by  many  as  cer¬ 
tain  improvement.  Those  who  cannot  see 
this  are  pitied.  Perhaps  they  are  allowed  to 
be  good  men,  but  then  they  are  considered 
as  behind  the  age ;  and  the  sooner  they  die 
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and  are  buried  and  forgotten,  the  better  it 
is  supposed  it  will  be  for  the  world.  When 
these  rocks  are  out  of  the  way.  splendid 
improvements  will  take  place.  Spiritual  rail¬ 
roads  will  be  made,  and  the  church  will 
move  on  with  unheard  of  velocity  to  its 
destined  glory.  Beautiful  vision !  But,  like 
some  other  visions  of  worldly  prosperity, 
which  tempted  the  people  from  their  honest 
avocations — this,  may  disappoint  their  hopes. 
It  is  best,  my  brother,  to  go  just  so  fast  as, 
and  no  faster  than,  divine  truth,  the  open¬ 
ings  of  Providence,  and  the  laws  which  im¬ 
mutably  govern  the  human  mind,  will  carry  us. 

One  having  heard  of  the  seemingly  good 
effect  of  some  new  and  startling  measure, 
and  desirous  of  seeing  sinners  around  him 
converted,  will  urge  you  to  try  the  same 
experiment.  Now,  if  the  experiment  be  a 
mere  appeal  to  the  passions — if  it  have  not 
a  sober  and  simple  exhibition  of  the  truths 
of  the  Gospel  for  its  basis ;  if  it  be  a  trap 
to  commit  persons  to  a  religious  profession, 
who  have  not  first  committed  their  souls  to 
God — let  the  observation  if  not  the  experience 
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of  past  years  come  to  your  aid.  Let  the 
loss  which  others  have  suffered,  in  thus  col¬ 
lecting  hay,  wood  and  stubble,  put  you  on 
your  guard,  and  supply  you  with  kind  but 
cogent  reasons  for  correcting  the  mistaken 
views  and  hopes  of  your  brethren.  Encour¬ 
age  every  appearance  of  good  in  your  peo¬ 
ple,  and  every  scriptural  attempt  to  convert 
sinners :  but  you  have  been  in  public  life 

a  great  many  years  to  little  purpose,  if 
you  have  not  learned  to  distinguish  between 
the  mere  fever  of  the  passions  and  a  warm 
and  healthy  temperature  of  the  soul,  produ¬ 
ced  by  a  perception  and  love  of  the  truthj 
as  set  home  to  the  heart  by  the  Holy 

Spirit. 

Another  brother,  engaged  in  promoting 
temperance,  may  have  his  feelings  so  en¬ 
listed  in  that  blessed  enterprize  as  to  overlook 
almost  every  thing  else — catching  the  opinion, 
perhaps,  from  those  who  never  joined  a 
Christian  church,  that  it  is  sinful  to  use 

wine,  even  at  the  Lord’s  Supper;  and  hear¬ 
ing  that  some  learned  and  reverend  man 

inks  it  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
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tamarind-water  or  some  other  simple  mixture 
may  be  substituted ;  he  may  come  to  you 
with  .his  qualms  of  conscience,  requesting 
you  to  dispense  with  wine  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  With  mildness,  but  with  the  firm¬ 
ness  and  dignity  of  age,  teach  him  the  way 
of  the  Lord  more  perfectly.  Shew  him  that 
these  are  the  fancies  of  the  enthusiast  and 
the  dreams  of  the  study — and  that  if  carried 
into  effect,  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
would  be  nullified. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  organizations,  com¬ 
posed  partly  of  Christians  and  partly  of, infi¬ 
dels,  have  sought  to  extend  their  plans,  by 
compelling  churches  to  be  parties  to  them. 
The  pastor,  as  the  spiritual  overseer  of  the 
church,  should  resist  these  encroachments.  He 
should  warn  his  people  against  these  alliances. 
A  young  pastor  cannot  always  do  this.  He  is 
sometimes  obliged  to  yield  or  to  quit.  But 
should  an  elder,  like  yourself,  have  the  trial, 
he  should  call  his  age,  and  experience  and 
weight  of  character  to  his  aid.  A  pastor,  if 
he  has  passed  the  meridian  of  life,  can  have 
no  excuse  for  shunning  responsibility.  Be 


CHARGE. 


59 


kind  to  the  youngest  of  your  members.  But 
be  judicious  as  you  are  kind.  You  are  a 
shepherd.  Love  to  be  among  your  sheep. 
Let  them  occasionally  go  first  if  they  please. 
But  when  in  your  judgment  you  see  them 
going  wrong,  and  believe  that  their  best  inter¬ 
ests  will  be  endangered  ;  at  the  risk  of  giving 
them  pain,  and  even  of  witnessing  their  mo¬ 
mentary  dissatisfaction,  you  must  call  them 
back :  nay,  you  must  go  before  them,  and 
maintain  the  pastoral  right  of  giving  a  direc¬ 
tion  and  guidance  to  their  movements — as  one 
appointed  of  God  to  be  overseer  of  his  flock. 

I 

He  who  dare  not  take  this  responsibility  is 
not  qualified  to  be  a  pastor.  While,  therefore, 
you  will  take  into  due  consideration  the 
suggestions  of  your  private  brethren,  as  to 
any  measures  of  mere  expediency,  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  follow  the  deliberate  convictions 
of  your  own  judgment  as  to  what  may  be  in< 
jurious  or  beneficial  to  the  religious  prosperity 
of  your  people. 

Finally ;  my  brother,  next  to  the  Bible, 

study  the  records  of  your  past  life.  You  may 
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not  have  written  a  journal,  perhaps,  of  the 
various  scenes  through  which  you  have 
passed,  but  memory  can  call  up  to  recollec¬ 
tion,  facts  which  cannot  fail  of  being  instruc¬ 
tive.  The  light  of  the  past  will  guide  you 
along  the  future.  You  may  remember  sea¬ 
sons  of  pastoral  prosperity  and  adversity ; 
times  when  the  right  band  of  the  Lord  was 
displayed — and  times  when  it  was  withdrawn. 
You  may  be  able  to  recollect  scenes  of  ele¬ 
vated  and  affectionate  intercourse  with  kin¬ 
dred  minds,  and  scenes  of  alienation  among 
brethren.  Now,  it  will  be  wise  to  reflect  on 
causes  and  circumstances  connected  with  these 
different  aspects  of  the  church,  and  in  your 
own  experience.  In  improving  these  recollec¬ 
tions  for  the  good  of  your  people,  you  will 
become  a  safe  guide,  and  will  establish  them 
in  the  ways  of  righteousness  and  peace. 

With  the  memory  of  other  days  before  you, 
you  may  exhort,  rebuke,  instruct  and  encour¬ 
age  as  one  having  authority ;  because  you  will 
utter,  not  the  speculations  of  the  closet,  but 
the  wisdom  of  years ;  and,  common  as  is  the 
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adage,  it  is  as  true  in  regard  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  as  it  is  of  other  professions — 
that,  next  to  the  Bible,  there  is  no  teacher 
like  experience. 

The  man  of  experience  can  teach,  not  only 
what  he  has  read,  but  what  he  has  personally 
known  and  felt  of  the  word  of  life.  He  can 
expatiate  also  on  the  excellence  of  religion, 
as  he  has  seen  it  happily  illustrated  in  sick¬ 
ness  and  in  health,  in  perplexity  and  in  joy, 
in  temptation  and  in  the  manifestation  of 
God’s  favor. 

Draw  from  these  recollections  of  the  past, 
my  brother,  and  you  cannot  fail  to  be  a 
consoling,  instructive  and  edifying  preacher. 
And  when  you  shall  be  summoned  to  render 
up  your  final  account,  may  it  be  found 
that  you  have  won  many  to  righteousness, 
who  shall  shine  with  you  as  stars  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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MADE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  PRESENTATION  OE  THE 

RIG-HT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 

BY  THE  BEV.  EBENEZEB  NELSON 

OE  MIDDLED OROUGH,  MASS. 

My  dear  Brother,  1  am  allowed  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  expressing  to  you,  on  this  occasion, 
the  fellowship  of  the  ministers  and  churches 
in  this  vicinity,  and  of  welcoming  you  to  the 
pastoral  office  here. 

Your  induction  into  the  office  of  the  minis¬ 
try  took  place  many  years  ago  in  one  of  the 
villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Those 
ordination  vows,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  fresh  in 
your  mind  this  evening.  I  remember  well, 
when,  twenty  years  ago,  the  coming  August, 
at  Salem,  you  were  welcomed  to  the  pastoral 
office  as  Associate  pastor  with  the  lamented 
Dr.  Bolles,  of  the  First  Church ;  and  side  by 
side  with  the  departed  Leonard,  of  blessed 
memory,  of  the  Second  Church,  with  whom 
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YOU  labored  for  a  brief  season,  and  with 
whom  your  soul  was  knit  as  the  soul  of  Da¬ 
vid  to  that  of  Jonathan.  And  I  remember,  too, 
the  unbroken  affection  of  that  excellent  church 
towards  you  up  to  the  time  of  the  termination 
of  your  labors,  and  the  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tion  of  our  beloved  brethren  in  the  ministrv  in 

•r 

all  that  region,  which  you  so  earnestly  and 
successfully  promoted. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  though  for  a 
few  years  you  presided  over  one  of  our  flour¬ 
ishing  colleges,  and  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  have  been  an  advocate  of  the  Bible 
cause,  yet  at  no  time  have  you  ceased  to 
stand  for  the  defence  of  the  Gospel. 

We  have  known  your  course ;  we  have 
known  the  thoroughness  of  your  views  of  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  of 
church  order  and  discipline ;  we  have  known 
something  of  your  spirit.  With  all  this  rich 
and  varied  experience,  you  come  to  the  pas¬ 
toral  office  here. 

And  when  the  brethren  of  this  council 
express  their  fellowship  with  you  in  this 
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transaction,  think  not,  my  brother,  that  it  is 
a  mere  matter  of  form,  a  merely  secular 
arrangement,  or  any  thing  like  it.  There  is 
nothing  on  which  the  sun  has  ever  shone, 
like  this  clustering  of  redeemed  souls  about 
the  altar  of  God. 

The  ministers  and  brethren  of  these  churches 

are  emancipated  men - men  renewed  by  the 

grace  of  God,  delivered  from  the  power  of 
sin  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 
They  have  come  up  from  the  depths  of  a 
sinful  life  to  fellowship  with  God.  They 
know  by  an  experimental  faith  the  sweets  of 
redeeming  love,  and  they  anticipate,  after  a 
few  struggles  against  sin,  a  few  conflicts  with 
the  foe,  and  a  few  more  toils  for  their 
Redeemer  and  his  cause,  a  meeting  with  the 
redeemed  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  world, 
where  they  may  receive  the  fruit  of  their 
toils,  and  the  rewards  of  grace  prepared  for 
them  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

And  they  look  upon  you,  my  brother,  as 
allied  to  them  by  the  same  experience, 
entering  thoroughly  into  the  same  views,  a 
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subject  of  the  same  grace,  partaker  of  the 
same  hope,  and  heir  of  the  same  inheritance. 
Oh,  there  is  a  blessedness  in  such  a  fellow¬ 
ship  as  this,  which  a  sinful  world  knows  not 
of,  and  which  is  written  in  the  soul  by  the 

Spirit  of  the  living  God.  And  so  precious  is 
its  possession,  that  I  do-  not  expect  many 
Sabbaths  will  pass  away  before  this  congre¬ 
gation  will  be  seen  hanging  upon  your  lips, 
while  you  attempt  to  describe  to  them  the 
blessedness  of  Christian  fellowship  and  broth¬ 
erly  love.  As  a  token  of  its  existence  in 

our  hearts  with  respect  to  you,  my  brother, 

as  a  Christian,  and  a  minister  of  Christ,  and 
as  pastor  of  this  flock  of  God,  be  pleased  to 
accept  this  right  hand.  By  this,  we  bid  you 

a  cordial  welcome  to  this  interesting  field  of 
labor,  to  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  toils  and 
rewards  of  a  faitliful  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  although  we  have  no  titles  of  honor  or 
of  distinction  to  confer,  yet  we  cheerfully 
accord  to  you  all  the  power  you  may  acquire 
over  the  people  here,  and  over  us,  by  su¬ 
perior  intelligence,  piety,  integrity,  fidelity, 
zeal,  sound  discretion  and  brotherly  love. 
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Nor  can  I  believe  for  a  moment,  that  you 
indulge  the  slightest  impression  that  we  wel¬ 
come  you  to  this  place  as  a  place  of  ease  or 
emolument. 

You  have  not  come  here,  my  brother,  just 
to  nourish  and  keep  alive  a  few  sheep  and 
lambs  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  just  to  retain 
some  of  the  acquisitions  made  to  the  cause 
of  our  Redeemer,  by  your  worthy  predeces¬ 
sors!  No,  this  would  not  agree  with  the  spirit 
of  the  church  of  the  present  age ;  it  would 
be  a  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  the  great 
commission  of  Christ  under  which  you  act ; 
the  thought  of  it  would  be  revolting  to  the 
spirit  of  enterprize  which  fires  your  own 
bosom.  No,  my  brother,  you  have  come  to 
this  church  at  a  time  when  your  movements 
and  hers  are  to  be  aggressive.  You  are  to 
make  inroads  upon  the  empire  of  Satan,  the 
kingdom  of  darkness.  And  who  can  tell,” — 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  phraseology  of 
the  excellent  Mordecai — ‘‘who  can  tell  if  thou 
art  come  to  the  pastorate  here  for  such  a 
lime  as  this  ?  ”  How  can  a  war  with  the 
moral  elements  be  avoided  ?  The  Gospel  of 
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Christ  is  to  fling  its  rays  of  heavenly  light 
abroad  over  the  city  and  the  moral  darkness 
around  it,  through  your  instrumentality.  You 
are  to  let  its  light  shine  in  upon  the  habita¬ 
tions  of  men,  not  only  of  the  wise  and  the 
good,  but  also  of  the  wicked  and  the  way¬ 
ward.  It  is  to  write  Holiness  unto  the  Lord, 

i  ^ 

first  on  the  hearts  and  then  upon  the  enter- 
prizes,  the  industry  and  wealth,  of  this  indus¬ 
trious  and  enterprizing  community. 

Every  form  of  error,  by  which  the  people 
are  misled  in  their  pathway  to  eternity,  is  to 
be  held  up,  not  in  the  light  of  the  theology 
of  the  schools,  but  in  the  light  of  Bible 
truth  ;  not  in  a  spirit  of  self-complacency  and 
denunciation,  but  with  the  true  spirit  of 
candor  and  brotherly  kindness,  until  every 
deceiver  shall  be  silenced,  every  bewildered 
mind  illumined,  every  proud  heart  humbled, 
and  every  wounded  spirit  healed.  Such  work 
as  this,  even  though  it  be  done  with  the 
meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,  will  arouse 
opposition.  You  may  be  accused  of  fanati¬ 
cism  and  bigotry,  of  vanity  and  officiousness; 
your  motives  may  be  impugned  and  your 
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kindest  efforts  sometimes  repulsed:  but  mind  not 
ihis,  ray  brother.  Go  on  to  do  the  work  of 
your  divine  Master ;  marshal  the  church  of 
Christ  for  effective  warfare  against  sin ;  give 
to  your  Sabbath  school  a  finished  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  -  also  to  your  Tract  society  ;  elevate 
the  public  sentiment  and  feeling  in  regard  to 

missions - all  missions,  domestic,  home  and 

foreign ;  give  a  wide  space  to  the  American 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  to  the  North¬ 
ern  Baptist  Education  Society,  and  to  other 
kindred  objects  their  appropriate  place.  Lay 
your  plans,  and  if  you  want  any  human  aid 
in  carrying  them  out,  look  on  these  brethren, 
these  pastors  of  the  churches  of  Christ  in 
this  region ;  call  for  our  assistance,  and 
here,  my  brother,  is  the  pledge  that  we  will 
stand  by  you,  and  render  you  such  assistance 
as,  in  our  feeble  capacity,  God  shall  enable  us 
to  give. 

And  when  those  days  arrive  in  which  trials 
shall  assail  you,  and  the  heart  is  oppressed 
with  sadness,  and  discouragement  broods  over 
the  spirit,  though  the  throne  of  the  heavenly 
grace  will  be  your  principal  source  of  relief, 


OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


69 


yel  in  this  cluster  of  Christ’s  ambassadors  you 
will  find  hearts  that  can  feel.  .  Open  freely  to 
us  your  trials,  and  we  say  again,  here  is  the 
pledge  that  we  will  sympathize  with  you,  and, 
as  far  as  in  us  lies,  minister  to  your  relief. 

But  while  we  thus  assure  you  of  our  cor¬ 
dial  aid  and  sympathy  in  your  labors  and 
trials,  we  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  we 
have  a  pressure  of  cares  and  labors  upon  our¬ 
selves  ;  plans  to  execute  for  the  conversion  of 
men  and  for  the  building  up  of  the  churches 
of  Christ  among  which  we  labor.  Have  you 
a  heart  and  a  hand  to  give  us,  my  brother, 
by  which  you  reciprocate  these  pledges  ? 

Now  may  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  sanction 
this  bond  of  holy,  Christian  and  ministerial 
brotherhood  so  delightfully  formed,  and  make 
it  a  rich  blessing  to  this,  and  all  these 
churches.  May  no  unhallowed  hand  be 
allowed  to  dissever  or  touch  it,  until  by  the 
high  appointment  of  Heaven,  some  of  the  lesser 
cords  may  be  sundered  for  the  purpose  of 
consummating  the  bond,  in  that  higher  and 
holier  society  of  the  glorified  above. 


Note  as  to  the  Address  to  the  Church. 


The  charge  to  the  Church  and  Congregation  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
John  O.  Choules,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  a  former  Pastor  of  the 
New  Bedford  Church.  His  remarks  were  founded  upon  Matt :  x.41.  “He 
that  receiveth  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  propliet,  shall  receive  a  proph¬ 
et’s  reward.’’  It  contained  much  of  felicitous  and  affectionate  sugges¬ 
tion  respecting  the  proper  reception  to  be  given  by  a  Church  to  a  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Christ. 

But  Mr.  Choules  having  presented,  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  min¬ 
isters  and  delegates,  the  resolution  that  the  earlier  services  should  be  pub¬ 
lished,  was  unwilling  to  comply  with  the  wishes,  expressed  by  the 
Church  and  Society,  that  his  own  performance  should  also  appear.  The 
resolution  as  amended  and  adopted  included  all  the  services ;  and  the 
brother  to  whose  charge  fell  the  oversight  of  the  present  publication,  in 
its  passage  through  the  press,  can  only  express  his  regret  that  the  scruples 
of  his  brother  should  condemn  the  Church,’and  the  readers  of  these  pages» 
to  receive  what  must  in  consequence  remain  an  imperfect  transcript  of 
the  exercises  of  the  Installation. 


